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Greetings all,

The Annual Meeting of the Board was held in Wellington this
weekend. At that meeting we received a range of reports, re-
sponded to directives from the Ministry of Education and made
a number of decisions about our work for the year. The annual
meeting was later than normal because of other work we had to
get done in the first term. We have decided that we will fix the
meeting date for 2010 as the weekend of the end of the first
week of term 2 as people have so much on with fieldwork in
term 1. Much of our discussion is now carried out during the
year via email that there should be no problems in the board
continuing to run smoothly.

In this network you will find details of arrangements for our
annual competitions. The key information is here for your quick
reference

Year 11 - Maatangi Whenua. The Co-ordinator for 2009 is
Hugh Williams Hugh.Williams@hvhs.school.nz. We are very
appreciative of his willingness to take on this major role. Regis-
trations are handled by June Logie in Head Office. Regional
Competitions are to be held in weeks 7, 8,or 9  of this term.
Regional representatives will email registered teams with the
details once they are confirmed.

The National Final will be held in Wellington on the 19" & 20"
of September. Regional Winning teams will know before the
end of term 2 that they are invited to attend and can book travel
early. Teams competing at the nationals will be asked to pay
$40 per student to cover accommodation costs. With this small
charge we will be able to cover all travel costs so that teams
from further away will pay no more than the locals.

Year 12 Photography Competitions — Co-ordinator Greg Bar-
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clay — Entry form is enclosed.

Year 13 Research Competition — Co-ordinator — Lennox Sharp
— Entry form is enclosed

The Alignment Contract continues along in a bumpy fashion. As
| write we are still trying to get agreement from the MOE & NZQA
on our matrix and the level 1 standards we have written. Some
teachers have expressed frustration at not knowing what is hap-
pening. | do ask that you understand the position the Board is in.
This work is paid for and belongs to the MoE. We do not have
any rights to publish it without their authority. We are able to
discuss what we are doing and all of the writers have talked at
geography teachers meetings in their own areas about what is
happening and what we want to achieve. There will be a consul-
tation phase to the work. We are told by the MoE that the con-
sultation will happen during June. The process will be run by an
outside provider and be conducted online. We have approval to
run meetings to discuss the new matrix and standards in 5 cen-
tres and your local representatives will be in touch about the date
of the meeting.

The Level 1 standards won't be in use until 2011, with the Level
2in 2012 & Level 3in 2013.

SocCon — will be held in Christchurch from the 28" to the 30" of
September this year. It looks like a very interesting programme is
being developed. The Board is planning some specific meeting
times for Geography teachers so we an get together and share
the changes that are happening and find ways to support each
other. | do hope we will see many of you there. http:/
www.soccon09.org.nz/

Communication — The Board spent some time discussing how
to provide timely and easily accessible information (contd P.8)

Annette Lanigan
Chairperson

Home ph: 04 383 5137
Email: An-

Hoo B 2

HODs are encouraged to photocopy this newsletter fALL their staff; otherwise please at least pass o this copy to your
school’s geography staff to share the information:
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Regional Teacher Representatives

The six Regional Teacher Representatives on thed®Bare elected by their NZGS regional branch tesgent the views and
issues of their regions’ geography teachers, arkeép their local teacher groups informed abouBOZT issues and events.

Auckland Regional Representative Report

This year, for me, started with a bang and has not really settled down. | hope everyone else has had
a slightly more sedate year than | have!

Things were a little quiet Geography wise in the Auckland region in Term 1. The major things to hap-
pen were the AGTA AGM which was followed by our annual discussion about the 2008 NCEA exams.
Following this AGTA sent a letter outlining concerns and suggestions to NZQA.

Also in Term 1 AGTA ran a course for teachers on “Developing a Scholarship Programme in
Schools”. It looked at a number of different models and offered some helpful suggestions on the sorts
of things to do with students looking to sit the Geography Scholarship exam at the end of the year.
This was well attended and everyone took something of value away with them.

Term 2 started with the first of the Scholarship Workshops for students run as a joint venture between

Jane Foster AGTA, NZGS (Auckland Branch) and SGGES. Once again this was well attended with over 100 po-
Email: tential Scholarship students attending to see what would be involved in this exam.
j.foster@maristcollege.school.nz Later this term Auckland/Northland, along with the rest of the country, will hold the Regional rounds of
Cl- '\Aafiilt Cgllege Maatangi Whenua Quiz for Year 11 students. On 5 August AGTA will be running its annual Senior
uckilan

Geography Quiz (Years 12 & 13), so look out for more information on these events through the web-

Fax : 09 815 1441 sites and your email.

Waikato Regional Representative Report
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What is the NZBoGT ?

The NZBoGT is an independent board of the New Zeatal Geographical Society (NZGS).
It includes six regional teacher representativespgether with one representative from a

New Zealand University, a College of Education, ral the NZGS
Editorial Board. The board represents the subjecgeographyat a national level in curriculum
and assessment areas. It is entirely funded by NZ&subscriptions.
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Wellington Regional Representative Report

As the new Wellington representative | was disapigal that | was unable to attend the recent
NZBoGT meeting to represent you all as | was exptpthe geography of the Gold Coast while at a
friend’s wedding.

This term looks to be a busy one with the Maat&klgenua competition being held in Week 8 at Upper
Hutt College. This year we will see some teammftbe Wairarapa travelling to the event with thp-su
port of WellGeog.

We have two new Social Sciences advisors at Vik ltins year who are interested in working with
Geography Teachers in the Wellington area. Thmitaxct details are below:

Amanda PickenAmanda.Picken@vuw.ac.n94 463 9769

Anna Wilson Mike Perry: mike.perry@vuw.ac.nz 04 463 9736
anna.wilson@wegc.school.nz

C/- Wellington East Girls’
College Regards, Anna.

Canterbury Regional Representative Report

I have recently taken over this position from Geddinnell who has been the Canterbury representative
for a number of years. We are grateful to Geoffrépresenting our region so strongly over receatse
The CGTA has elected a new chair this year, Grafthgr from St Margaret's College. We are looking
forward to a number of events coming up this teftre Maatangi Whenua Canterbury round will be held
at the University of Canterbury on Thursday 18 JWe are once again grateful to the Geography
Department for being so supportive of this evemt.tkie 25 June the CGTA committee will be hosting a
meeting for teachers to attend and discuss theragt of the standards in order to make a subnmissio

on behalf of the CGTA
The CGTA is looking forward to the upcoming SOCCON- Social Sciences Conference to
be hosted in Christchurch from Monday 28 Septertdb&/ednesday 30 September. There

Suzanne Baldwin looks to be some interesting guest speakers imulyd Golston the Chair of the United
bw@aranui-high.school.nz States National Council for the Social Studies, soihe exciting presentations. We hope to see
C.— Aranui High School a good representation of Geographers there froomarthe country. Have a look at
Christchurch the websitehttp://www.soccon09.0rg.nz
b

Otago Regional Representative Report

The highlight of Term 2 in the Otago/Southland region will be the Year 11
Maatangi Whenua competition which will be held on Friday 26th June. The

Lennox Sharp i ; ; ; ; H
Email: Isharp@sohs.schoolnz | COMPEtition is again being hosted l?y the University of Otago and there are
Clo South Otago High School eleven teams entered from the region.
Ph. 03 4180517

Fax 03 4180516

Other Board members:

Annette Lanigan St Mary’s College, Chairperson

Lex Chalmers University of Waikato, Tertiary Liaiso

Murray Fastier Christchurch College of Educatioea@her Education Liaison
Michael Crozier Victoria University, Ex-officio, Bsident NZGS

June Logie Head Office NZGS, Administration, Netiwer

ph 09 3737599 extn 88464
fax 09 3737434 (address fax to June Logie)
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2008 Survey
The number of respondents n = 26

NB: In addition combined regional responses weceiked from
the AGTA, CGTA and WellGeog.

NCEA Level 1

Responses were positive overall with the resporsdeting
the 2008 Geography Level 1 NCEA externals as ettteesame
(84%) or better (5%) when compared to the 2007 NCEA
externals.

Most respondents commented favourably re the dvesadut
of the papers; the clarity of instructions; levétdficulty, and
resources provided. Three hours was perceived apmopriate
length of time (although several respondents indit¢hat they
were pleased their excellent students were nanatiag all four
external papers).

In comparing the four NCEA external papers, thel®f
difficulty of the questions, the skills demanded dime
appropriateness of the activities set were constlappropriate,
apart from the exceptions referred to below.

Concerns expressed

General

A frequent concern expressed was the inclusiongefca
graphic idea in ‘teacher speak’ at the start ofstjoas. It was
felt this ‘threw’ many students. The feeling whattIGls should
be stated in ‘student speak’ at level 1, and inetldithin ques-
tions.

A second concern was the perception that the paperse-
coming generic in nature, with fewer short answergtions,
involving less scaffolding involved and with aniieasing
amount of writing required. A resulting impactfiis trend con-
tinues being that the less able students will gfieitp achieve in
the future.

AS90202Apply an extreme nature event.

Students taught recent case studies, such as &ainih
Nagris, were felt to be disadvantaged when hawrdjdcuss the
long term rehabilitation of the events. Use of riemns as
‘unpredictability’, as opposed to ‘likelihood’ us@dthe stan-
dards, challenged less able students.

AS90203Describe population patterns, processes and issues

Q1 Part A and Part B not enough room to provideifipe
examples. Questions of fairness were raised.ekample
Population pyramids—had no year or date givenwere ex-
amples provided reflecting all case studies e.gn&hSimilarly,
external migration does not apply equally to chasase study
countries e.g. China.

AS90205Apply skills and ideas with direction. Althougbre
sidered an improvement on the 2007 booklet thipapd re-
source booklet were criticised in terms of notdaling good
practice e.g. No key for climographs, inconsisteadn axis and
labels used, need for labels on world map.

Q1 based on ‘general’ geography was a shock—nskiils
list or indicated in specifications.

Geographic ideas were assessed at the end; bettgraghy if
IGIs are incorporated with the skills.

Repetition in number of précis sketches required.

Motukakaho Island is actually 2 islands - ambigufousstu-
dents.
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Fifty-two percent of survey respondents indicatesl/twere
not offering ‘all’ Level 1 achievement standards éoedit in
their Year 11 teaching programmes. The achievestantards
most frequently dropped were AS90203 (1.2) and 2940
(1.3).

Twenty-four percent of the respondents were offgdne or
more Unit Standard., the most common being Unih&iads
5084 (Population), 5085 (Resource Use), and 1108%K of
fiction from a geographic perspective).

NCEA Level 2

Responses were positive overall with the resporsderting
the 2008 Geography Level 2 NCEA externals as ettiesame
(70%) or better (10%) when compared to the 2007 NCE
externals.

Many of the respondents commented favourably orcldméty
of instructions, wording of the questions, the valece of
individual questions, the geographic skills ass#sand the
resources provided. However they were less kinélation to
the formatting of the papers, and time demandsty-$ine per-
cent felt the overall length of time provided wastifficient for
students to complete the exam.

Concerns:

- AS90331Explain a natural landscape. Physical layout diffi-
cult—23 pages!

Either or choice requies turning of pages e.g. shd@@1 on p2

or 12 on p6.

Repetition of questions in both NZ and Continesttings.

Lack of creativity.

. AS90332Explain an urban settlement Paper appeared much
longer than the rest putting those attempting & disadvan-
tage.

- AS90333 Explain Disparities in Development

All based on one objective involving developmemidators.

Very narrow focus, hardly showing proficiency oétstandard.

- AS 90334 Apply skills and ideas

This paper was considered to be much more dematitimgthe

2007 paper, and far too long in terms of both lerfgumbr of

questions asked) and time required for completion.

Quality of aerial photo was poor.

No pond shown on topographical map, wasted stutantlook-

ing for it.

Triangular graph had inconsistent axes.

Other

- The lack of time provided, especially for candicad¢te mpting
to answer all four external papers and attemptxgellence’
was perceived as a major problem.

Forty-five percent of survey respondents indicadltey were
offering ‘all’ of the Level 2 achievement standafdscredit in
their Year 12 programmes. For those offering reduaember of
Achievement Standards AS90332 (Urban Settlemeiat) an
AS90333 (Disparities in Development) were the nfiejuently
dropped.

Twenty-seven percent of the respondents indicétey were
offering one or more Unit Standards. The most comimging
Unit Standards 5090 (Explain the nature of an Urban
Settlement), 5091 (Inequalities in Development}] 8889
(Natural Landscapes) which relate to the equivageternally
assessed Achievement Standards, plus 11083 (Repartvork
of fiction from a geographic perspective).

Continued over...



-----------------------------------------------------

NZBOGT - 2008 Examinations Survey Finding (continud)

NCEA Level 3

Overall respondents commented favourably on the
overall format of the papers, the clarity of instians,
overall length of time provided and the appropnates of
the questions and the range of geographic skitisssed.
Clear links to specifications.

Concerns expressed::

. AS90701 Analyse natural processebllse of the term
'degree’ and characteristics threw students. These
not used in the standard.

Questions did not lead to analysis at level 3.

- AS90704 Select and apply Skills
Graph work considered below Level 3 standard

Questloned why the need for three maps on firsé pagch

showing much the same thing

14 figure grid references encouraged but no questised

onit

Christchurch based resource again

Contour lines were hard to read in poor lightingaitions

Sixty percent of survey respondents indicated there
offering ‘all’ of the Level 3 achievement standafds
credit in their Year 13 programmes in 2009. Fostho
offering reduced number of Achievement Standards
(Planning and decision making) and AS90702 (Anayyse
cultural process) were the most frequently dropped.

Thirty-five percent of the respondents indicateglyth
were offering one or more Unit Standards. The most
common being Unit Standards 5096 (Describe andaéxpl
a cultural process), 5095 (Describe and explaerauting
natural process), which relate to the equivaletdrexally
assessed Achievement Standards. US 11084 (Assess a
work of fiction from a geographic perspective) vedso
popular.

! "HS$ N &
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Other General Comments expressed

Specifications

- In general teachers have found the previous year's
specifications helpful, especially when signallesvn
skill developments for focus. These was howeveareso
concern expressed at the variations in the dedree o
specificity given between each level. For 2008 ynan
thought an indication was required at Level 1 menat
changes including the IGI focus and global questibn
the start of 1.4.

. There appear to be areas of thought re the 20Q9fispe
cations:

1. The vaguer the better—it forces teachers to téaeh
whole topic

2.1f too vague specifications are of no value atsdine
direction is beneficial especially re fairnesstfue stu-
dents.

Sustainability achievement standards
Only three respondents out of twenty-five indicatesly
were offering one of the sustainability achievenstah-
dards in their geography programmes at Level 2

Scholarship Award

The exam survey did not ask questions directlyareg
ing the Scholarship Award. Those who did commedi-in
cated the resource booklet was superb, howevengavi
two contexts (trhemes) i.e. on Deforestation plas|&
mation was putting too much into the paper. While
dents found ti interesting, there was not enouge tio
read and write thoroughly.

M. Fastier
Assessment Portfolio Holder
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Positioning Geography: Strategic Issues in Geograjptal Education
Waikato Branch, NZGS
19-22 January, 2010
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Continued from P1 .to both member schools and, for key curriculurd assessment information, to all schools. Wekrased
to hear that the NZGS is planning a major upgrddesavebsite that will allow the Board to direcilpdate its own material. As
part of this project we plan to move to an eledtrarewsletter that can be easily shared aroundepadments, published more
quickly and economically. Support or advice frony &eography teacher with experience in this arealdvbe welcome. We
hope to have this up and running by the end ofytbés.

Teaching and Learning Guidelines—these have begtewfor Geography to support the implementatiéthe new curriculum.
They are available frormttp://secondary.tki.org.nzYou will need to register to view these as theysiilein draft form and some
sections are incomplete but we hope that as theglale they will be able to support you in your dézn making about imple-
menting the new curriculum. Best wishes for that of the term and yearnnette.Lanigan@stmaryswellington.school.nz

All the Geography exemplar material on TKI has beerre-
viewed and edited by the moderators. It is now ctsified as
“fit for purpose”. It is essential that teachers sing, adapt-
ing or taking guidance from materials on TKI download and
use only the 2009 versions.

SocCon09—27 to 30 September 2009

Online registrationhttp://www.soccon09.org.nz/soccon09_front.htm
Venue: Hotel Grand Chancellor, Christchurch, NewlZad

NZGS Website ( http://www.nzgs.co.nz/ )
Do check out

The Board of Geography Teachergage for information about the curriculum reviesmgress, contact details for Board mem-
bers and Senior Subject Advisors; links to achiemeinstandards and examination specifications, 808 Zxamination Timetable
(when it is available) and the Education Gazette.

TheTeachers’ Resourcgmge
TheEventspage and th&choolCompetitiongpage

EXITO resource kits for 2009
The petro-chemical kit is currently being produdettase contact nfglogie @auckland.ac.nf you would like to trial Level 1,
2 or 3 current geographic issue activities.

Statistics NZ digital boundaries — free CD
For more information or to order a free CD vislittp://www.stats.govt.nz/statistics-by-area/reglestatistics/geography-
mapping/digital-boundaries.htm

Flyers with this ‘Network’
2009 Photo competition entry form
GRC.arder form

ew Zealand order form
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The New Zealand Geographical Society (NZGS)

Contact youregional branch secretaryto find out more about our parent organisation:

Auckland: Christine Tamasy: C/- School of Geograghgnvironmental Science, University of AucklandivRte Bag 92019, Auckland.
Email: c.tamasy@auckland.ac.Rhone 09 3737599, ext 89037.

Waikato: Lynne Garnham, c/- The Department of Gaplyy, Tourism and Planning, University of Waikdoivate Bag 3105, Hamilton
Email: lynne.garnham@gmail.com

Manawatu: Matt Henry: C/- Geography Programme, 8cbbPeople, Environment and Planning, Massey Blrsiy, Private Bag 11222,
Palmerston North. Email.G.Henry@massey.ac.nz

Wellington:  Linda Singh, 74 Old Porirua Road, Ngai¢ellington. Emailisingh@paradise.net.nz

Canterbury:  Edward Wright, Department of Geograjhyiversity of Canterbury, Private Bag 4800, Clufistrch.
Email: epwl8@student.canterbury.ac.nz

Otago: Charlotte (Charlie) Chambers, C/- Departroéiiseography, Otago University, P O Box 56, Duned
Email: CNLC@geography.otago.ac.nz

The Society has a homepage on the wetitpt//www.nzgs.co.nz/
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